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seria a do Presidente Kennedy escrever uma curta ao Presidente 

Quadros declarando estar extremamente desejoso de com éle consuls -. 
tar e aconselhar-se em materia de politica interamericana, sem fa’ 
zer alusao a um encontre. O Presidente Quadros poderia entao se 0. 
desejasse, tomar a iniciativa de visita-lo em Washington Goodwin 
ficou de conversar sobre ésses assuntos com Rusk e de comunicar= “ἢ 
me brevemente as impressoes dgesse ultimo. & claro que esta conver |. 
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Telegram from Brazilian Embassy in Washington (Bernardes) 
4:45 p.m., Thursday, 20 April 1961 


Secretary of State of Foreign Relations 


Telegram 
Received 


From the Embassy in Washington 
On 20/20/IV/61 


Urgent — Secret 
Dpo/601/3(24h) 
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Cuban Civil War.Interamerican relations ~ 


282 — Thursday -- 16hs45 — For the exclusive and immediate knowledge of the 
Minister of State and the Secretary General, I had a long conversation today with 
Goodwin, a person in whom Kennedy has. absolute confidence and who is in charge of 
Latin America matters in the White House. Goodwin informed me that the situation in 
relation to Cuba is “catastrophic.” The invading forces had 1200 men and were 
completely destroyed. It became clear that one cannot count on an internal uprising of 
great proportions and that the Cuban government has sufficient military forces to 
confront, with advantage, any attack that does not have the direct participation of North- 
American troops. Goodwin believes that a frontal attack, by the United States against 
Castro, would have terrible consequences for North-American policy in Latin America, 
Asia, and Africa. I have the impression that the administration is confused and does not 
really know which path to follow. Goodwin told me that, in his view, what would be able 
to recoup a little of the loss of North-American prestige would be a decisive action 
against the Dominican Republic. He felt that Venezuela would be prepared for an 
operation of this sort, but the cooperation of other countries would be necessary. 
According to what he told me, Trujillo has firm control of the situation, but does not have 
sufficient armaments to oppose a well-organized attack. With regard to the ongoing 
negotiations with Brazil, in the economic sector, he told me that the American 
Government is disposed to support us firmly and is ready to extend immediate credits 
valued at 300 million dollars “in new money.” He agreed that these negotiations should 
continue on an urgent basis, independent of what occurred in Cuba and other areas. He 
told me that President Kennedy had a great interest in meeting President Quadros, and 
that towards this end he is disposed to consider with us ways to best facilitate this 
encounter. Kennedy fears that an encounter in Brazil would oblige him to visit other 
Latin American countries. He plans to attend the meeting of the Economic Council of the 
OAS that will convene shortly. He does not exclude the possibility that this meeting 
could occur in Brasilia, where perhaps there could be an encounter between the two 
Presidents. Another suggestion would be for President Kennedy to write a letter to 
President Quadros declaring that he very much would like to consult and counsel with 


‘him on the matter of inter-American politics, without alluding to an encounter. President 
Quadros could then, if he so desired, take the initiative to visit him in Washington. 
Goodwin agreed to converse about these matters with Rusk and will communicate his 
impressions to me soon. Of course, this conversation will be taken by the American 
Government without prior consultation and will be detailed with the Brazilian 
Government. 


CARLOS ALFREDO BERNARDES 
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[Source: Ministry of Foreign Relations archives, Brasilia, Brazil (copy courtesy of Roberto Baptista 
Junion, University of Brasilia); translated from Portuguese by James G. Hershberg and Nicholas G. 
Arons] 


